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UM BETA TESTING ADVANCED SOFTW ARE
MISSOULA A NASA-affiliated department at The University of Montana has been selected to beta
test new software from two cutting-edge technology companies.
UM ’s Earth Observing System Education Project will test products before they are
shipped to market for ESRI, a California-based company specializing in geographic
information system products, and LizardTech Inc., a Seattle developer of digital imaging
technology.
The EOS Education Project trains educators worldwide to use data obtained from
NASA’s Earth Observing System, a series of satellites now being launched. A primary EOS
satellite containing UM software, Terra, successfully entered orbit Dec. 18.
“These beta test programs are very important to the mid- and short-term success of (our
project’s) teacher training and Internet outreach,” said Alex Philp, EOS Education Project
assistant director.
He said his department is now testing two items for ESRI. ArcIMS 3.0 will allow fast
and powerful mapping using advanced GIS tools and the Internet. ESRI’s Map Objects
programming language should become a prime component for building an EOS Internet map
server, which will make EOS information readily available on the Web.
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The EOS Education Project also is evaluating LizardTech’s MrSID Geoviewer, an
improvement of the company’s free, downloadable MrSID Viewing Products, which use
patented technology to compress and view digital imagery.
Philp expects the software they are evaluating to be used in classrooms around the
world.
“Utilization of ESRI’s map server software and LizardTech viewers provide teachers
with a great deal of free resources for them to use and examine remote-sensing imagery for a
variety of related curricula,” Philp said. “All any teacher needs to use a map server is a Web
browser, and LizardTech’s Geoviewer is free as well, so we are able to overcome some of the
financial constraints teachers and students face.”
He said it’s the EOS Education Project’s job to develop, with NASA support, Internet
resources for educators.
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